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Dear Friends and Benefactors,            December 2017 
 
 

During this season of our Saviour’s birth, let us try to be ever more convinced that the Messiah has come and has 
achieved His goal.  The human race has been redeemed.  The ruin caused by Adam has been repaired.  The human 
race, as a whole, has an infinite treasury of grace at its disposal.  As Chesterton once beautifully wrote, the gates of 
heaven are “lightly locked”, and anyone who will may enter in.  Failure in the great purpose of life, though it may be 
very common indeed, is now a purely personal affair—a personal tragedy.  If a man wastes the opportunity which the 
Saviour so abundantly won for all, it is not because he is a man, not because he is a member of an accursed race.  As St. 
Paul wrote, the Saviour has blotted out the words of the decree against man (Col. 2:14).  In a reversal of Adam’s 
misfortune, the human race is now a success in the supernatural enterprise as it had formerly been a failure.  Though 
many will still persist in seeking destruction, this utterly individual act of folly changes nothing of the reality of the 
invitation which has now been issued anew to the human race to attend the heavenly wedding feast. 
 
This perspective renders us capable of glorifying the Saviour as He deserves.  It enables us to hope in Him as we ought, 
and not only in Him but also in His Church, His Mystical Body.  As members of Christ, we share in the Saviour’s 

Rev Mr John Mwangi was ordained a deacon on 14 December by Mgr de Galarreta, in the presence of 27 priests. 



supremacy over evil.  Fight we must, but victory is no longer 
a question of odds.  The only defeat is not to fight.  The gates of 
heaven are “lightly locked”, and any who choose to approach 

them (but this stretching forth must be a daily choice) may lay hold on eternal life (I Tim. 6:12).       
 
As you enjoy the photographs in this issue of the Sentinel and thank God for the grace of a new deacon, please 
continue to pray for vocations but also to act for them.  To make good use of the grace which is given to us is the best 
way to secure the assurance that God will continue to send more.  And the whole order of supernatural grace, by 
God’s choice, hinges on the priesthood of Christ.  And much of this grace is also given through the prayers of religious.  
 
Finally, there is an opportunity to assist the seminary which I would ask you to consider.  Those who have visited the 
seminary will certainly remember the adventure of traveling up the seminary’s driveway—avoiding the treacherous ruts, 
dodging the rocks and bricks which lay exposed, and praying the incessant bumps would not permanently damage the 

Above, Fr Erik Ladner bestows his first 
blessing upon his mother and father. 

(above) Mgr de Galarreta blesses the ordinand in the midst of the Litany  
   of the Saints. 
 
(left) The diaconate is conferred with the imposition of the right hand 
and the pronunciation of the form of the sacrament. 



car’s alignment!  These unforgettable experiences result from the “mobility” of 
the driveway’s gravel surface in the face of any considerable rainfall.  We would 
like to find a long-term solution to this issue by raising the driveway above its 
current level, regrading the surrounding soil, and installing permanent drains.  I 
submit this project to your generosity.  Indeed, generosity will be required because, 
unfortunately, we are not permitted to use tax-deductable building fund monies 
for a project such as this.  But, without doubt, this is one improvement which will 
be immediately and gratifyingly noticeable to all who come to Holy Cross for 
Sunday Mass, ordination ceremonies, retreats, etc. So I would ask you to seriously 
consider assisting us with this undertaking if you have any possibility of doing so. 
 
We thank you most sincerely for all of your support in 2017, and we wish all of 
you many graces and blessings in the New Year. 
 
In Christ our Infant King, 

 
 
 

Fr Daniel Themann 
Rector, Holy Cross Seminary 

Priests Celebrate Fr 
Black’s 40th 

 

The annual priests’ meeting for the District 
of Australia and New Zealand was held this 
year, as in 2015 and 2016, at Holy Cross 
Seminary. As well as being an occasion for 
20 priests of the District to discuss the 
affairs of the Oceanic apostolate, to learn 
about the error of proportionalism from Rev 
Fr Yves le Roux, and to be present at the 
ordination to the diaconate, it was also an 
opportunity to celebrate Fr Edward Black’s 
40th priestly anniversary. On Wednesday, 13 
December, the priests served a Solemn High 
Mass celebrated by Fr Black, at which 
District Assistant Fr Shane Johnson 
preached. 



 

Vocations’ Crusade and Renewal of Engagements 

The feast of the Immaculate Conception was solem-
nised at the Seminary with a procession around the 
Seminary grounds, accompanying a statue of the Im-
maculate Heart. At the conclusion of the procession, Fr 
Themann presented the offerings of the Vocations’ 
Crusade to Our Lady, asking her intercession that many 
new vocations might knock at the Seminary door in 
2018. The feast was also the occasion for the members 
of the SSPX to renew their engagements in the Society. 


