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Dear Friends and Benefactors,                16 April 2018 
 
This season of Our Lord's victorious resurrection cannot help but bring to mind the immensity of God's power.  
When speaking of God's power to raise from the dead, St. Paul says that God 'calleth those things that are not, as though they 
were' (Rom 4:17).  This does not mean, of course, that Our Lord's Body and Soul ceased to exist during the three days 
in the tomb.  But it was true that it certainly seemed, in the eyes of the world, that this Man Who had claimed to be the  
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Messiah was no more.  But divine power reunited Body and Soul and caused the Man-God to exist once more upon 
the earth.  By their conspiracy, His enemies had thought to banish Jesus of Nazareth from the living world, but by the 
power of God, their apparent triumph on Good Friday was brought to nothing.   
 
Nothing can be done against the plans of God.  All the immense and frightening power of evil, impressive though it 
may appear, crashes in vain like waves upon the unshakable Rock which is Christ.  This is certainly one of the lessons 
of Easter.   And we will never grasp deeply enough that, as members of Christ's Mystical Body, our vocation in this life 
is to live again the life of our Head—both in His struggle and in His victory.  Over and over again, St. Paul tried to 
plant this truth firmly in the minds of that first generation of Christians   “For me, to live, is Christ.”  (Phil. 1:21)    
 
The victory of Christ which we celebrate on Easter – a victory over death, the devil, and sin – this victory is destined to 
be ours.  The only condition is that we remain united to our Head by grace and charity so that He might achieve again 
His victory in us.  Everything depends on our determination to be with Our Lord.  No matter how unworthy we may 
feel – or even may be – we must continue to stay in His presence.  No matter the turbulence within our own soul, and 
turbulence there certainly will be: disappointment, fear, humiliation, sadness, surprise, joy, relief – nothing must shake 
our resolve to live our calling as members of Christ, allowing Him to live His life in common with us. 

Thanks to the generosity of our benefactors, and to the great relief of everyone visiting the Seminary, the driveway leading up to 
Holy Cross was revamped over the summer, enabling rainfall to drain properly and cars to drive safely. 



It does not matter at all that we feel in ourselves an unmistakable lack of courage.  We must cling to desire and 
begin again as often as it takes to establish us in a spirit of humility and dependence.  Whatever we lack, God's 
power can provide in the measure and in the moment that it is needed in order to achieve the decisive victory.  All things 
are at the beck and call of God's omnipotence.  As Abbot Vonier explains: “For a thing to hear the call of God it is not 
necessary that it should actually exist: the call itself will make it exist the moment it is wanted.  If a thing has ceased to exist, this 
cessation is nothing to God; His calling for it will give it existence again.” 
 
With God, there can never be a question of odds.  He will have His victory in us if we are willing to allow Him to 
fight for us and within us.  He will “reform the body of our lowliness, making like to the body of His glory, according to the 
operation whereby He is able to subdue all things unto Himself” (Phil. 3:20-21). 
 

January Priests’ Retreat 
 

The annual priests’ retreat for the Seminary and the District of Australia and New Zealand was preached by Fr 
Gerard Beck, first assistant to the District Superior of the USA. During the five days of silence, from 8-13 January, 
Father delivered a series of conferences on themes important to the priestly life: the theological virtues, love of God 
and neighbour, abandonment to Divine Providence. At the conclusion, the twenty priests in attendance returned to 
their priories and missions, spiritually refreshed by their week at Holy Cross. 



Call for work volunteers 
Once again, I extend a general invitation to any men who might be willing to lend a day (or a few days) of their time to 
the seminary.  We would be most grateful for assistance in this area!  We could be extremely flexible in welcoming such 
volunteers at almost any time during the year.  Please give this matter serious and generous consideration.  Those who 
may be interested are asked to please contact Fr Todd Stephens (02) 4829 5177. 
 

Donations of Specific Items 
We currently stand in need of a wash machine and a few second-hand computers.  If such items are cluttering your 
home and you would like to reclaim the space, please consider donating them.  As a precaution, please do call us in 
advance – in case you happen to be the 28th person who reads this and wants to send us a wash machine! 
 
Finally, due to a few construction projects which stand in need of a last bit of funding, we would be especially grateful 
for donations made to the Seminary’s Building Fund over the next several weeks.  If you were considering making a tax 
deductible donation, this would be an opportune time.  Thank you as always for your support of the Seminary, and be 
assured of our prayers. 

 

 
 

Fr Daniel Themann 
Rector, Holy Cross Seminary 

Taking of the 
Cassock 

On Low Sunday, 8 April, six 
seminarians in the year of 
Spirituality received the cassock 
from the hands of Fr Themann.  
The seminary also welcomed Fr 
Pepping as a special guest for the 
event.  This very international 
class includes one Australian, one 
Filipino, one Nigerian and three 
Koreans. Please pray for the 
perseverance of these seminarians 
so that, God willing, we might 
have six new priests in December 
of 2023! 

Summer Retreat Dates:   

Men’s Retreat   31 December to 5 January 
Ladies Retreat  14 to 19 January 
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The six classmates in the Seminary’s Sacred Heart courtyard after the ceremony. 


