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Dear Friends and Benefactors,                
 

 

The Seminary is currently enjoying a few days of quiet after the exciting days of the priestly ordinations and first Masses and the beautiful feast 
of Christmas but before the commencement of three weeks of retreats – for men, for women, and for the priests of the Australian District.  

These retreats will continue the flow of 
graces which has been so abundant 
over the past two weeks. 
 
The ordination of new priests is like a 
renewal of God's pledge to continue 
that work of Redemption which He 
began on the first Christmas day.  
Even from the first moments of His 
earthly life, “power went out from Him” to 
sanctify all those who came to Him 
with faith – the shepherds, the magi, 
and especially those closest to Him, 
His own Mother and St. Joseph.   
 
So, too, the priests, who have been 
vested with His power go forth into a 
dark world to enlighten souls with true 
doctrine and to reclaim for their Infant 
King the souls who have strayed too 
near the camp of Satan, the common 
enemy of all men.  The Savior is now 
come, and He will not leave off His 
work until it be completed and all “men 
of good will” be brought to safety within 
the kingdom of peace which He came 
to establish: first within the souls of 
men, second within the world insofar 



as men submit to His rule, and fi-
nally in heaven where He Himself 
will be their “reward, exceeding great”.  
 
If the power of God seems dimin-
ished in these times, it is only be-
cause men lack the faith to call for 
it with confidence and the humility 
to admit their need of it.  Satan is 
infinitely resourceful at deceiving 
men either into a self-satisfied inde-
pendence or into an illusion of fu-
tility – as if there were no need for 
calling upon God, or at least no use 
in doing so since one should not 
expect the triumph of grace in an 
age as perverse as our own.  Satan 
knows only too well that Jesus 
Christ is the same “yesterday, today, 
and forever,” that the strong arm of 
God has not grown short, and that 
human nature will sooner exhaust 
its capacity to sin than the Re-
deemer will exhaust His resources 
to pardon, heal, and divinize those 
He came to save.   
 
Hence, the only hope for the devil is to deceive men such that they do not cry out with 
childlike assurance to the God Who would heal them. 

 
The struggle between good and evil is not evenly matched.  “For those who love 
God, all things work together unto the good.”  If we would be truly men of good 
will, if we would apply ourselves to the acquisition of virtue with something 
like the efforts we apply to our everyday tasks at work or at school, we would 
very soon see through the deceits of Satan.  Sanctity is not a distant, unattain-
able goal with no connection to one's daily life.  The truly serious man – the 
saint is no more than that – is not odd.  He or she is simply someone who has 
understood what life is about, what happiness is about, and who has had the 
courage not to flinch from the consequences of that understanding. 

 
How tempting it is to pretend that we are not 
born for greatness.  How easy it is to find some 
excuse for not making an honest effort.  But how 
absurd it would be to deny our Savior entrance 
into our souls and the opportunity to do some 
work there – as if to tell Him that “there is no room” 
although we appreciate His stopping by …  
 

Rev. Mr. Anthony McNamara of Sydney is ordained 
deacon.  

By touching the book 
containing the gospels, the 

new deacon, Rev. Mr. 
Erik Ladner receives the 
power to read and chant 

the gospel publicly. 
 

If Our Lord did not in-
tend to succeed at His 
work, He need not have 
come in Person.  Were He 
satisfied with only a half-
hearted attempt to raise 
up the fallen race of 
Adam, He might have 
sent some angel or some 
mere man to fulfill the 
function of Messiah.  But 
He chose otherwise; He 
chose to be Emmanuel, 
“God with us,” and He 
reveals thereby the depth 
of His commitment to 
sanctify the men and 
women of every age.  And 
He accomplishes this 
mostly through the work 
of His priests in whom 
dwell the powers of the 
Anointed One of God.   

As we live in dependence of Christ, let us recognize our dependence 
upon those other Christs who, despite their faults and limitations,  
offer us access to the Father. 
 
With gratitude for all of your support during 2015 and prayers and hope 
for a grace-filled 2016, 

 
 
 
Fr. Daniel Themann 
Rector, Holy Cross Seminary 
 
 

Fr. Marcel Ockerse bestows his first blessing upon his mother. 


