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Dear Friends and Benefactors,           29 December 2016 
 
 

The happy occasion of the ordination of three new priests on 15 December was a great grace for the many faithful 
who made the journey to the Seminary for this beautiful ceremony.  Despite the wet weather, the look of joy on the 
faces of those present was steady and unmistakable.  Although even just a little reflection is enough to see the 
importance of such an event for the spiritual future of individuals and families, it almost seemed that, even without any 

reflection, the greatness 
of the day was lost on no 
one.  There seems to be 
an instinct within the 
baptized soul, arising 
from the sense of the 
faith, which grasps 
intuitively the supreme 
significance of priestly 
ordinations for the 
Church and for the world. 
 
In the context of the 
current crisis in the 
Church, such ordinations 
signify the fruitfulness of 
tradition – which is 
simply the fruitfulness of 
the faith itself when lived 
consistently – and the 
vitality of the Church 



when unhindered by the viruses of error and sentimentality.  The ordination 
of priests faithful to the Church’s doctrine and possessing, in however 
modest a degree, the missionary charity which Archbishop Lefebvre wished 
so much to see in his priests, also guarantees the continuity of the 
Archbishop's work, so badly needed for the good of the Church today. 
 
However, in these brief lines, let us pause not so much upon the “macro-
level” importance of the ordinations which took place on the Thursday of 
ember week but rather their importance for each one of us individually.  Let 
us have the courage to confront the fact that every priest who is ordained 
has a personal connection to my soul.  Every priest who is ordained has been 
given by God so that I might change – change spiritually, for the better.  To 
what other purpose would God raise up vocations to the priesthood except 
to deepen my understanding of the truth, to heal my self-inflicted spiritual 
wounds, to encourage me in continuing further along the path of virtue, and 
to enable me, at long last, to overcome that one defect which I have wished 
so badly to hide from myself? 
 

Unless we see matters in this light, we will not appreciate rightly the great generosity of God in continuing, despite all 
obstacles, to send forth priests into the world.  If we are content with a “year-six” knowledge of the unfathomable 
riches of our faith, if we congratulate ourselves on a level of virtue which does nothing to point out to our neighbour 

At left, the ordinand’s hands are 
anointed by the bishop with the oil of 

catechumens. 
 

Below, after the anointing and after 
having his hands bound with the 

manutergia, the ordinand touches the 
chalice and paten to symbolize his 
reception of the power to offer the 

sacrifice of the Mass. 

Above, Fr Erik Ladner bestows his first 
blessing upon his mother and father. 

Below, Fr Nicholas Stamos elevates the 
chalice at his first Mass, assisted by Fr 

Christoph Pfluger. 

where the true religion lies, if we are willing to permanently grant “the common enemy of man” a certain amount of 
territory within our soul – then we have little reason to rejoice at that miracle which is a priestly vocation.  We do 
not need priests for that. 
 
But if we have understood a little bit, during this season of Christmas, how thoroughly Our Lord Jesus Christ intends 
to redeem the world, then we will wish to allow Him room to work in our soul.  And, in submission to His plans 
and methods, we will allow Him to work in our souls 
through the efforts of the priests Whom He has chosen.  
“You have not chosen Me: but I have chosen you; and have 
appointed you, that you should go and should bring forth fruit; and 
your fruit should remain,” (John 15:16). 
 
During the new year, let us not fail to welcome the Saviour.  
Let us not fail to welcome Him precisely as Saviour – my 
Saviour. 
 
In our new-born King, 

 
 
 

Fr Daniel Themann 
Rector, Holy Cross Seminary 

Three Seminary Professors Celebrate their Tenth 
Anniversaries of Ordination 

 

On the Sunday following the ordinations ceremony, Holy 
Cross Seminary held another celebration pertaining to the 
priesthood.  Fr Christopher Curtis, Fr Paul Robinson, 
and Fr Christoph Pfluger were all ordained in 2006, and 
the Seminary did not wish to let the year 2016 pass by 
without recognizing the anniversaries of three of her 
priest professors.   
 
A Solemn Mass at 10:00 am was celebrated by Fr Curtis 
with Frs Robinson and Pfluger assisting as deacon and 
subdeacon.  A luncheon followed to which the faithful 
were invited.  In this atmosphere of congratulation and 
well-wishing, each priest was presented with a gift on 
behalf of the Seminary.     

Fr Anthony McNamara celebrates his first Solemn 
Mass assisted by his two newly-ordained classmates. 


