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Dear Friends and Benefactors,                3 May 2016 
 
As we approach the close of the Paschal season, we see stretched out before our eyes a long expanse of liturgical time 
which is not, one might say, as dramatic as the time through which we have just passed.  There will soon be week after 
week of green vestments until we arrive once again at the first Sunday of Advent – and a new liturgical year.  Then, we 
will perhaps sigh and think that, once again, the greater part of the annual cycle of graces has passed us by without 
having wrought that transformation in Christ for which we had hoped back when the last Alleluias of the Easter 
season were echoing in our ears.   
 
It does not have to be like that. 
 
Although Holy Mother Church 
undoubtedly punctuates the year with 
moments meant to catch our attention 
with particular force in order to focus 
both our vision and our resolve, the 
means which we need to make genuine 
progress are always at hand.  The divine 
gifts which could move us gently but 
surely towards a life of strength, deep joy, 
and real achievement are always within 
reach – just waiting for the moment when 
a man or woman decides to turn and to 
pick them up.  We have just recently seen 
so clearly in the events of Holy Week how 
much trouble our Savior went through in order to provide for the conversion of souls.  The Redemption achieved by 
our God in Person, the one whose accomplishment He would delegate to no other, is superabundant.  Everything is 
ready and merely waits upon the decision of each soul. 



As the great Abbot Vonier put it, “All we want for the universal laws of the moral order, for the generous dispositions of the divine 
Providence, is this: that they are at the command of whomsoever is willing to make use of them.  Man is constantly abusing his own beautiful 
nature, his glorious faculties, yet that human nature is left to him; any day he chooses he may make it the instrument of sainthood.” 
 
Any day he chooses.  Very likely, many men stand still in the things of God – and then slip slowly backward – because 
they have not grasped that simple point.  We are made for greatness, and however far away that might seem to us, 
nevertheless, the first step towards it is right at our feet.  Everything great, particularly everything great in the Christian 
order of things, has a small beginning.  That might be said to be the trademark of Our Lord.  What was smaller and 
more unlikely than twelve weak and uneducated men confronting a colossal empire completely saturated with pagan 
superstition and almost unthinkable moral decay?  Without doubt, it is the special delight of our Redeemer to begin all 
of His works with what is small and weak and unnoticed.  And as we stand, almost resigned to another year of 
mediocrity, is not this a perfect description of ourselves? 
 
But a lack of understanding of how easy it would be to begin a serious life is not the only cause for our hesitation.  Are 
not some others of us frightened by the very prospect that we just might be able to be great after all?  Monsignor 
Ronald Knox noticed that this was a common fear among Catholics. 
 
“I feel there are a lot of us Christian people to whom the supernatural world, in which we conscientiously believe, is nevertheless a foreign 
element which somehow frightens us.  Especially when we read the lives of the saints, and the record of their bleak, uncomfortable goings-on.  
We are really afraid at the back of our minds, if we would be honest with ourselves, that this religion of ours is a dangerous kind of 
business, and if we aren't careful, it will sweep us off our feet …  

I think, if we are afraid of sanctity, it is partly because 
we forget how very gently and gradually God leads souls 
on; how many levels of the Christian life there are, and 
how comfortably close to the ground we shall still be if 
He invites us to go up one!  No, we're really just in the 
same position as children who won't go out of their 
depth.  Swimming only begins to become fun when you 
have committed yourself to the new element.  And the 
Christian life only begins to take on its proper outlines, 
to function in its real medium, if we consent to become 
the castaways to divine grace.  The supernatural world 
is for us, by right of Baptism, our proper element; in it 
we shall find ourselves.  It is because we cling to this 
strange amphibious instinct in our natures that religion 
remains the laborious thing it is to most of us, the 
unnatural thing it seems to most of us.  We are trying to 
make the best of two worlds and sacrificing both.” 

Four seminarians—one Korean, one Indian, one New Zealander, and one 
Australian—received the cassock on Low Sunday.. 



The Christian life, when it is lived honestly, brings a joy and a power which 
the world cannot give.  We have been born into this life by Baptism.  If we 
feel uncomfortable in it, it is because we have not allowed it to develop.  
We carry within us a stage of spiritual development more suited to 
childhood, but we carry it within an adult or young adult personality.  Small 
wonder if it seems to lack a relevance and conformity with our daily lives.  
Sanctifying grace is supernatural mystery.  If we were able to fully grasp 
what sanctifying grace is, we would understand the very nature of God.  
This thought alone should open our eyes to the infinite depths within our 
souls.  As soon as we wish, we can push off a bit from our human 
approach to life and allow ourselves to be moved gently but surely toward our true supernatural selves.   
 
Which divinely-prepared means of progress should we pick up first?  Even a brief conversation with a priest would 
probably shed a good deal light on that question.  It is almost certainly something very simple: monthly confession, 
consistent morning and evening prayers, a common-sense resolution aimed at weakening our dominant fault, or 
some other small beginning.  Why should we make the Sacred Heart wait any longer when all He requires from us 
is such a small step which is entirely accessible to our modest spiritual resources?     

Volleyball Tournament 2016 
 

During the last three weeks, the priests, seminarians, and brothers put aside their similarities and summed up hidden 
reserves of athleticism and endurance.  What began as a friendly competition ended as an almost friendly competition 
as four teams strove, with gradually increasing success, to put the ball consistently on the opponents’ side of the net.  
When the dust had settled, the team captained by Rev. Mr. Erik Ladner had defeated the Rector’s team in the finals 
thereby earning the (rather humble) trophy but also, and more importantly, bragging rights—until next year. 



Here at the Seminary, we are still awaiting two of our new 
Humanities seminarians whose visas remain in process.  Please 
pray for a prompt resolution to this situation.  Also, we have 
incurred some unexpected expenses, most notably, the 
replacement of our ute.  A few other vehicles are making nervous 
noises, but we are doing our best to keep them road-worthy for as 
long as possible.  Any financial assistance which might lay within your means would certainly be most appreciated.   
 
Henceforward, the Southern Sentinel will be published three or four times per year, but we will strive to provide a 
thorough update on Seminary life in every issue.  Please take note that the summer retreat dates have been finalized.  
We hope to welcome many of you for these powerful means of grace.  Retreats are not like ordinary times in our 
life.  They have an astonishing power for good if we approach them with a simple soul and an open heart. 
 
In Our Lord and His merciful Mother, 

 

 
 

Fr. Daniel Themann 
Rector, Holy Cross Seminary 
 
Events at Holy Cross:   
Minor ordinations and the Clerical Tonsure will take place on Monday, 15 August.  Priestly ordinations will take 
place on Thursday, 15 December.   The Ladies Retreat will be held 2 to 7 January, 2017 while the Men’s Retreat 
will occur 23 to 28 January 2017.  You may email the Seminary for retreat information at retreats@holycrossseminary.com 

(Left) Seminarians assist Br. Joseph to repair and 
strengthen the Seminary’s woodshed so that it can be 

roofed and sided in time for the onset of winter. 
 

(Below) Adam Kaiser of Saint Mary’s, Kansas, U.S.A. 
pauses in the midst of his tiling project in the Seminary’s 
main hallway.  Adam is visiting his cousin, Br. Benedict 
O.S.B and generously offering us the benefit of his skills. 


