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Dear Friends and Benefactors,                   13 October 2020 
 

As I am sure most of  you know, Fr Daniel Themann has laid aside his duties as rector of  Holy Cross and 

taken up those of  District Superior of  Australia and New Zealand.  Our Superior General has, in turn, seen fit to 

nominate me, unworthy though I may be, as Fr Themann’s successor.  And as heavily as I feel this new burden 

weigh upon my shoulders, I cannot help but have an ever greater appreciation for our holy Founder who guarded 

with such tenacity the principles and means for preserving the Faith and the Priesthood.   

Green grass abounds at Holy Cross this spring—a stark contrast to the brown grass and bushfires of last year. Deo Gratias. 



The transmission of  the priesthood is the most vital work in the Church today.  It is vital to transmit it, not 

only sacramentally, as any valid ordination might do, even among schismatics, but to transmit it in its full Catholic 

reality.  And this can only be done when a truly Catholic formation accompanies the sacramental ordination.  The 

priest must understand (as far as man can understand) the nature of  the priest, the need of  the priest, the need of  

Sacrifice of  the Mass, the need of  souls for Christ’s redemption.  How many thousands of  bishops and tens of  

thousands of  priests casually claimed such knowledge in the 1950’s and 60’s!   And yet when these realities were 

attacked and belittled by their fellow bishops and the popes themselves, they collapsed.  Their knowledge and 

appreciation of  the priesthood had been as those seeds that “fell upon a rock and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered 

away, because it had no moisture.” And why? Because they “have no roots; for they believe for a while, and in time of  temptation, 

they fall away.” (Luke 8:6 & 13).  Their Faith depended too much upon the ‘crowd’, even though it was the 

‘churchgoing crowd’.  And when that crowd began to stray, with the encouragement of  the pope himself, the ‘roots’ 

of  thousands of  priests and bishops were found wanting. But the Faith of  our holy founder was not so shallow. 

 

“He kept the Faith,” “He passed down what he received.”  Such statements hardly seem extraordinary, indeed they 

seem descriptive of  the most common and ordinary of  Christian lives.  Yet what other bishop since the Second 

Vatican Council can claim so much?  Indeed, there were many that tried to resist the changes of  Vatican II, some 

succeeding for but a time, others giving way to discouragement, others still collapsing under the pressure, others 

trying at least to educate certain pockets of  resistance; and their labours have and shall receive their reward.  But it 

seems to me that what sets Archbishop Lefebvre apart is that – like other great saints who found the world they 

knew crumbling around them –  he yet had the supernatural vision to build for the future.  Many priests and 

bishops had the Faith to fight and to try to slow down the Church’s destruction, but it seems Archbishop Lefebvre 

alone had such confidence in grace as to begin its restoration.  He alone founded a permanent society – not merely 

Farewell Fr Themann 
On Sunday 9 August, Holy Cross Seminary held a farewell luncheon for the outgoing 

rector, Fr Themann. Father celebrated the High Mass which was followed by a parish 

luncheon. Heavy rains 

and flooded roads kept 

a few families away, but 

those in attendance 

were happy for one last 

opportunity to extend 

their thanks for Fr 

Themann’s hard work 

and prayers during his 

five years as rector. 



to resist the errors of  a 

generation – but to lay the 

foundations for the next 

generation, and for as many 

generations as might come, by 

preserving and transmitting the 

priesthood and the Faith.  Not 

that he laid a new foundation, 

“for other foundation no man can lay, 

but that which is laid; which is Christ 

Jesus” (I Cor 3:11), rather he 

insisted on this one foundation.  

And he insisted most on that 

redemptive act from which the 

Church springs: the Sacrifice of  

the Cross, the Sacrifice of  the 

Mass. 

 

A certain parallel might be 

made to King David.  The Lord 

God promised Saul that his 

kingdom would be taken from him as a punishment of  his wickedness.  And God raised up David because He 

“sought a man after His own heart” (I Samuel 13:14).  And in the horrible crisis of  betrayal and faithlessness that struck 

the Church, God again “sought a man after His own heart”, and there is no doubt that He found him in Marcel 

Lefebvre.  This is not to make in any way some preposterous claim that the Archbishop was given the papacy; but it 

can hardly be denied that to the Archbishop was granted nonetheless the care of  the whole Church. His charity and 

the fruits of  that charity have truly encompassed the world.  

 

That the Archbishop was a man after Christ’s own heart is evident by how he saw Our Lord’s sacrifice and 

priesthood at the centre of  all sanctification.  As other bishops ran after novelties and grasped at the ever elusive 

‘answers’ that the godless world offered, Marcel Lefebvre’s response was simply “To whom shall we turn?” Christ alone 

has the words of  eternal life. 

 

It is because of  this heroic example set by the Archbishop of  holding fast to the age-old Tradition of  the 

Church, trusting that Christ alone can “make all things new”, and would do so through renewing the Sacrifice of  

Calvary – it is because of  this that the Society can confidently carry out the seemingly impossible task of  forming 

Taking of Cassock and 
Taking of the Habit 

 

The Spirituality class received the cassock from 
Rector Fr Robert MacPherson on the Feast of 

the Assumption. 

Br. Francis (Mr Anthony Piper of New 
Zealand) received his habit and religious 

name  from Novice Master Fr Mark Staf-
ki on the eve of the Feast of St Michael . 



Upcoming Events If you wish to donate to Holy Cross Seminary 
Account Name BSB  Acc Number 

Holy Cross Seminary 
(for general donations) 

062545 10028417 

Holy Cross Seminary 
Building Fund 

062545 10028425 

17 December 
 
4-9 January 
25-30 January 

Ordination to the Priesthood 
and Diaconate. 
Men’s Retreat 
Ladies’ Retreat 

priests contrary to the whole spirit of  the world, confident that it is 

those priests of  Tradition who, despite their weaknesses, will prevail over 

the world. 

 

As the new rector of  Holy Cross, I ask you all, good benefactors, 

to beseech Our Lady for no other grace for me but that I may be a 

worthy son of  our holy founder.  For if  I am, then I like him, will form 

in our seminarians nothing but Christ crucified, and they will need 

nothing else. 

 

Yours in Mary Immaculate, 

Fiat Lux …  
in the Sacred Heart 

Courtyard 

During the long winter nights, the 

area around the seminary buildings is 

usually quite dark. The failing battery 

storage of the solar powered lamps 

was able to do little more than give a 

faint glow to the light bulbs. new 

lampposts, this time wired to the 

mains, now brighten the Sacred 

Heart Courtyard beautifully [Above]. 

The trench is being prepared for the 

laying of cables that will light the 

path between St Joseph’s House and 

the Main Seminary Building [Below]. 

A Benedictine at Holy Cross 
Fr Marcel Ockerse was appointed as a profes-

sor at Holy Cross Seminary.  His assignment 

was to have begun in August 2020.  However, 

even though he is an Australian citizen, the 

Covid-19 restrictions have been so severe that 

he has not yet been able to enter the country 

and consequently he was unable to assume his 

August appointment. His scheduled flights 

were cancelled twice, and now the earliest he 

will be able to come will be in December 

(although this date too is uncertain).  Happily, 

Fr Elias, OSB, who during this time was in 

residence at the priory in Sydney, agreed to come and fill the gap so that 

the seminary life and schedule has gone forward without notable disrup-

tion. Fr Elias is pictured here making his anti-Modernist oath, a require-

ment established by St Pius X for all seminary professors. 


