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Dear Friends and Benefactors,                   11 June 2021 

The season after Pentecost is now labelled in the Novus Ordo as “Ordinary time”.  Although it is true that the 

life of grace is meant to be lived in the day-to-day grind of generally ordinary lives, this new designation for the 

season after Pentecost seems (like so much of the Novus Ordo) to get everything back to front.  I don’t deny that 

many aspects of our lives might be described as ordinary, but there does seem something unfitting in designating 

the liturgical cycle as ordinary – since it is the liturgical cycle that calls to mind those very truths which make our 

lives anything but ordinary.  Our lives may be filled with many hardships, but, like the Hebrews wandering forty 

years in the desert, the fact 

that one is on the journey 

at all is a mark of God’s 

loving benediction: a mark 

that our redemption has 

already begun by our 

release from the bondage 

of sin; and, like they were 

in the desert, we too are 

accompanied by God’s 

grace and help every day. 

The whole history of the 

Hebrews’ release from 

slavery, wandering in the 

desert, and entry into the 

Holy Land is, of course, a 

prefigurement of the work 
The Holy Cross Community in 2021: 5 Priest Professors, 1 Lay Professor, 4 Brothers,  

10 Seminarians and a Lay Helper 



of Redemption.  Immediately preceding the Hebrew nation’s release from captivity were ten plagues.  And if the 

coronavirus, vaccines, or lockdowns don’t reach the intensity of the plagues poured down upon Egypt, many 

lessons from those wonderous events are still applicable today.  

For example, St Augustine (and many great scholars after him) say that the ten plagues of Egypt were figures 

of the ailments that afflicted men, and therefore suitable punishment for men who had refused to observe the laws 

that had been given them.  Notwithstanding this fact, St Gregory of Nyssa makes the striking observation that these 

plagues had a medicinal goal: “They were ordained to the utility of those who were to be saved.” 

On that point, the Jewish philosopher Philo says that some ask why God 

did not send lions, leopards, and other great savage beasts (of which the 

surrounding desert was full) and so put a quick end to the Egyptians.  His reply: 

“God wanted to correct the inhabitants of Egypt, rather than to kill them.”   

A Fallen Giant 

 

The large pine tree that dominated the ‘soccer field’ lawn for the last 150 years is no more. The tree had died and 
was needed to be felled. After much work cutting up, splitting and stacking, its legacy will be to keep the 
community and the faithful who attend the seminary warm during the frosty winter months. 



The symbolism of some of the plagues 

is quite striking.  The first was that of the Nile 

River being turned to blood.  The Nile was 

seen as a god that nourished the empire; the 

first plague manifested that false worship can 

only bring death.  It was likewise a fitting 

punishment in response to the forced 

drowning of Hebrew infants in the Nile at the 

time of Moses’ birth – demonstrating that 

God would avenge the innocent. 

The Egyptian magicians were able to 

imitate, but on a much smaller scale, the 

miracles being worked through the hands of 

Moses.  With diabolical assistance, Pharaoh’s 

magicians mimicked Moses’ act of 

transforming their staffs to serpents, changing 

water to blood, and producing frogs.  

However, these pseudo-miracles of the 

Egyptians which Pharaoh called upon to 

excuse his disbelief and hardness of heart – 

were always subject to God’s good pleasure, 

and could go no further than the exact point 

set by God.  Why did God allow the devil to 

work wonders through the magicians at all? Was it not confusing?  Was it not the reason that Pharaoh disbelieved in 

Moses?  No, far from confusing upright souls, the showdown between Moses and the magicians highlighted God’s 

omnipotent power.   

There are times when evil men seem to have overwhelming and insurmountable power and influence.  God 

allowed these magicians to use their power in all its fullness – working great diabolical wonders – but wonders that 

appeared as little more than cheap parlour tricks in comparison to those wrought by the mighty hand of God.  

Moses’ serpent devoured in an instant the serpents of the magicians.  Before they could “turn the water to blood” 

the magicians were beholden to Moses to supply the pure water for them to work with, as they were unable to turn 

the blood back to water themselves.  How pathetic would have appeared their bringing forward a few frogs amidst 

the plague of them that infested the city.  And after allowing the devil some freedom to exercise his power, God 

inflicted the ultimate humiliation on His enemies in determining the point where the devil could work no more.  

The magicians’ ability to mimic Moses ended with the smallest of all the creatures God used to plague the 

Egyptians: mosquitos (‘sciniphs’ in the Vulgate).  The devil cannot move an inch beyond that which God allows; 

Roofing maintenance 

The roof of the main seminary building is currently going 
through significant internal and external repairs to keep rain and 
wind out, and itself up. Contractors (above) are repairing holes in 
the roof and replacing broken roof tiles.  



and once God said “Enough!”, the magicians 

found themselves powerless to produce a single 

mosquito while the whole nation was being 

plagued by them in the millions.  One can almost 

hear the laughter of heaven! 

Regardless of whether one finds the coronavirus, 

the vaccines, or the lockdowns to be the greater 

“virus”, the lessons of history should teach us to 

learn well from the lessons of today.  As God 

wanted the Egyptians to learn something from 

each of their trials, He wants us to learn 

something from each of ours.  The Egyptians put 

the Nile River before the God of heaven, and it 

became a plague unto them.  Modern men have 

made a religion out of physical health and beauty, 

of science, and of their egotistical independence 

and licentious freedom – the punishments God 

allows seem very fitting indeed. 

Let us each reflect on whether we are totally free of reproach in such matters – or on what other “plague” 

we might deserve for our sins.  But in so doing, let us abandon ourselves with all confidence to God’s mercy, 

knowing that “to them that love God, all things work together unto good.” (Rom 8:28)  And although God might 

visit chastisements upon us, these are always intermittent and temporary; whereas the visitation of the His grace is 

meant to be abiding and permanent.  It is God’s plan that the Holy Ghost dwell within the soul from baptism – 

never to be separated again from it from that moment to eternity.  And each hour of this life is meant to draw the 

soul to new heights of grace and intimacy with God.  This season after Pentecost, this lifetime of union with God, 

they are anything but “ordinary.” 

        Yours in Mary Immaculate, 

Seminarians and Brothers of Holy Cross were happily 
surprised by a large number of hampers filled with all sorts of 
goodies. The children of St Dominic Savio School 
spontaneously added this collection of material goods to the 
prayers that they had been offering for the Seminarians and 
Brothers. Thank you Students of St Dominic Savio School! 
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First Vows 

Rev. Fr. Robert MacPherson 


