
Also, please do not forget to send your contributions toward the Vocations Crusade by 8 December.  When we 
consider all the providential ways in which we have been assisted by priests and religious throughout our lives, we 
should be struck by the necessity of  vocations so that those blessings will be assured for us in the future also.  The 
priesthood as well as the brotherhood, which co-operates in the priestly work, are vocations designed by God to 
bring great joy into this world.  This joy comes not only to those who are sanctified through the priests and broth-
ers but also to these priests and brothers themselves.  The happiness of  those who give their lives to God and to 
the Church is not a sort of  artificial happiness—as if  they were pretending to be happy out of  some strange sense 
of  duty.  It is a real happiness, a steady joy.  The ways of  God are good, wholly good. 
 
Those who think God may be calling them to a life of  closer friendship with Him should not fear to follow where 
grace leads them.  They will find their happiness there and no where else.  By the Mystical Body of  Christ, that 
masterpiece of  divine wisdom and mercy, men are given the ability to sanctify other men so that their eternal desti-
nies are linked together.  In this way, many are saved or lost by the choice made by a few to whom God offers His 
priestly power or the chance to follow Him more closely through the religious life.  We must be willing to have 
mercy upon our fellow servants even as God has had mercy upon us.  And there can be no greater act of  mercy 
than offering oneself  for the work of  saving one’s neighbour.   
 
Let all Catholic men, whatever vocation the Master has given them, be fired with the manly desire to be the men 
they were born to be – and the men they were redeemed to be. 
 
In the Sacred Heart of  our King, 
 
 
Fr. Daniel Themann 
Rector, Holy Cross Seminary 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 
1) Ordinations at Holy Cross:  
     The Priesthood and Diaconate – December 17th 
 
2) Ignatian Retreats for the Faithful:  
     a) Men’s Retreat – 4 to 9 January 2016 b) Ladies’ Retreat – 18 to 23 January 2016 
 
You may email the Seminary for retreat information at retreats@holycrossseminary.com 
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Dear Friends and Benefactors,               2 November 2015 

 

Please excuse this delay in the publication of  the Southern Sentinel.  Although I was blessed to spend three weeks with 
Fr. Griego learning my new duties before he left us for his new apostolate in Ireland, some time will be required before 
I perform them as efficiently as he did.  As I mentioned to those present at the subdeaconate ordination banquet in 
August, I arrived at Holy Cross and recognised immediately the unmistakable atmosphere of  a seminary.  The essential 
was perfectly familiar even if  the details were totally unfamiliar.  It is quite encouraging to see Archbishop Lefebvre’s 
work of  priestly formation carried on faithfully in different corners of  the world by men who make it their life’s work 
to communicate his spirit.  I take this opportunity to thank Fr. Griego again for his dedicated and persevering work 
during his years at Holy Cross and for making my arrival and transition so smooth and pleasant. 

On 15 August, Bp. Alfonso De Galarreta ordained three new subdeacons: Reverend Messrs. Erik Ladner (Houston, 
Texas U.S.A.), Anthony McNamara (Sydney), and Nicholas Stamos (Saint Mary’s, Kansas U.S.A.). 



The month of  November turns our minds naturally toward those who have “fought the good fight” before us but who 
now stand in need of  our mercy as they endure the purification which their infidelities still require.  Although our stub-
born self-love makes Purgatory a likely destination, let us never forget that, in the plan of  our Saviour, no one is really 
meant to go there.  As with every other suffering, it is not God who makes it necessary – but we ourselves.  It is we 
who have spent our days accumulating debts alongside our merits.  It is we who have complained when the kindness 
of  Providence has provided us with abundant opportunities to pay down those debts by bearing our crosses with pa-
tience.  It is we who have neglected to avail ourselves of  the indulgences which holy Mother Church offers to us out of  
her spiritual treasury.  While it is God Who provides a second, alternative way to render heaven accessible to us even 
though we have failed to co-operate with most of  His abundant opportunities. 
 
In the preferred plan of  God, our good works and our crosses borne with a simple and cheerful heart, are meant not 
only to pay the debt of  temporal punishment more efficiently than occurs in Purgatory (for we pay the debt by our 
own free choice in this life) but also to increase our merits.  Were we to submit generously and wisely to God’s plan, we 
would pass directly from our earthly home to our heavenly one and would discover there that those same efforts which 
paid our debt also merited for us a greater glory and happiness.  The fault is our own if  we delay this payment until 
Purgatory when we must pay it under duress and thereby less efficiently and without earning any merit for our pains. 
 
Let us strive to live, at last, in the real world and to see the generosity of  God surrounding us on every side.  The ways 
of  God are good, wholly good.  Truly, our God “is able to do all things more abundantly than we desire or understand, according 
to the power that worketh in us.”  (Eph. 3:20).  As we try more and more to help ourselves in this question of  Purgatory by 
a life of  greater simplicity and cheerful submission to the divine hand which guides us toward our happiness, let us take 
pity also upon those who are no longer able to help themselves.  God is especially pleased by our generosity toward the 
poor souls because of  His special love for the weak and the helpless—a special love which is so obvious in the gospels.  
Nor should we forget that many a one who has done good to us, perhaps during many years, now waits anxiously for 
us to assist them in return. 
 
Here at the Seminary, the anticipation is building for the ordinations which will take place on Thursday, 17 December.  
Hopefully, many of  you will be able to attend and to share in the grace of  that day as we see two priests ordained to 
offer the sacrifice “for the living and the dead” and three other men advanced to the deaconate.  It is always encouraging to 
see the Church continue her life by providing herself  with new priests to continue the work of  redemption.  On a 
more natural level, it is also very encouraging for the faithful who attend to meet other faithful, to form friendships, 
and to be reassured that they are not alone in their struggle to live a consistently Catholic life.  When they return for 
the following year’s ordination, they will already have new friends to look for among the crowd. 
 
Please be certain to visit our website in order to see the schedule of  events as well as other information to assist your 
planning.  We hope to make it easy for those who wish to camp on the Seminary grounds to do so.  Therefore, if  you are planning to 
attend or even just considering it, please refer to the following links. 
 

Ordinations Announcement    http://www.holycrossseminary.com/ordinations_2015.pdf 

Questions about Coming to Ordinations  http://www.holycrossseminary.com/ordinations_faq.htm 

 

 
Seminarians, under the 
watchful supervision of Br. 
Joseph, move one of the 
two large water tanks 
from the front of the Ma-
ter Dei wing.   
 
The tanks were removed 
due to the practical neces-
sity of preparing for the 
repainting the exterior of 
the wing, but they will 
soon be put into active 
service near the garages 
and sheds once the roofs of 
these buildings are re-
placed. 

 
 
With the tanks removed, the 
sorry state of the exterior walls, 
badly in need of re-painting, 
may clearly be seen.  The Semi-
nary community has since set to 
work beautifying this section of 
the building to welcome visitors 
for the December ordinations. 
 
With the dry season rapidly 
approaching, Br. Joseph has 
also taken the opportunity to 
re-arrange the down-spouts to 
better manage water collection 
from the roof of the Mater Dei 
wing. 


