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Dear Friends and Benefactors,            15 November 2017 
 
People often remark that life is a pilgrimage.  During this month of the poor souls, this comparison seems particularly 
appropriate.  During November, we turn our attention and our charity toward persons who once lived in 
circumstances much like our own, busy with the same activities which occupy us and absorbed by the same concerns 
which preoccupy us.  But having completed their pilgrimage, they now live in a different world.  It must be so because 

even by nature, let alone by grace, man is a creature of eternity.  Time and 

the places of time are not his true home.  
Sooner or later, having shaped his or her 
destiny by his or her own free choices, a 
person must pass on to another world 
which, however far removed it may seem, 
is one which is actually more natural to 
man than this present life.  The poor souls 
are those who have not been wholly The seminary pilgrimage group poses with a combined group of Australian and 

American pilgrims before the primary basilica in honour of Our Lady at Lourdes. 



successful, nor wholly unsuccessful, in the great task given to them at creation—
the love and service of God and neighbor.  In a certain way, purgatory affords 
them the opportunity of completing that which they had left undone, at least as 
regards putting right what they had put wrong in their own souls. 
 
Purgatory strikes many people as an austere dogma at best.  It appears to them 
as the last effort of a vengeful God to punish imperfect souls before He is 
bound, almost against His will, to grant them eternal happiness.  Those in 
purgatory are in the state of grace and love God above all things with a genuine 
charity, but God nevertheless demands the strictest of recompense from those 
whom He ironically calls His friends.  Purgatory, in the eyes of some, distorts the 
goodness of God into something hardly recognizable by men who certainly 
know how to act more kindly than He toward those whom they call friends. 
 
The truth is that purgatory is nothing less than a striking proof of the extreme 
condescension of God toward creatures who consistently resist the good which 
He seeks to do for them.  According to the plan of God, no one is meant to go 
to purgatory at all!  God’s 

wisdom has so provided for each person’s life that, by the graces 
offered to enable one’s fidelity and by the sufferings decreed in 
recompense for one’s infidelity, each person is able to make that 
final step of his pilgrimage the one which crosses the threshold of 
heaven.  For the satisfaction which is made freely during life, God 
even grants a greater satisfactory value than the same degree of 
suffering in purgatory when the soul will suffer under constraint.   
 
Furthermore, by atoning for sin in this life, this very atonement is 
accepted by God as a meritorious work entitling the soul to a 
greater reward in heaven.  It is, therefore, the intention of God that 
man be rewarded for settling his debts at a discount 
rather than paying the full expense after death 
when all possibility of merit has passed.   
 
Such is the divine plan, and man’s stubborn 
insistence on acting against his own interests is 
made clear in light of God’s benevolent 
arrangement.  But still, for those who cannot be 
persuaded to profit from God’s wisdom, God’s 
mercy finds another way, a way which is 
necessarily more painful for being unnatural.  

Above, Rev Mr Mwangi 
meets, in Fatima, friends 
and fellow pilgrims from 

afar. 
At left, Martin Anozie makes 

the acquaintance of two 
future collaborators, mem-
bers of the Missionary Sis-

ters of Jesus and Mary 
 



Whereas man could pass from earth  
immediately to the vision of God for 
which his soul will so badly thirst as 
soon as it separates from the body, he 
can, if he wishes, pass first through a 
state of purification where his soul 
will be fashioned, as in a furnace, into 
that image of Christ which his 
choices in life failed to achieve. 
 
This is the true perspective from 
which to view purgatory.  This 
perspective becomes all the more 
complete when we recall that God 
has consigned to the Church Militant, 
as a sacred trust, the care of the 
Church Suffering.  The suffrages 
offered for the poor souls are not 
accepted begrudgingly by a God 
Who feels cheated of the opportunity 
to exact full vengeance.  They are rather accepted joyfully as proofs of our fidelity to Him for He has entrusted 
these poor suffering members of His Body to us who, being still on earth, are best able to satisfy for sin.  These 
offerings will even be accepted gratefully by the Sacred Heart as a good deed done to Himself for they hasten the 
day when He will be consoled in heaven by the presence of these brethren for whom He has waited.  “And the king 
answering shall say to them: Amen I say to you, as long as you did it to one of the least of my brethren you did it to me.” (Matt 25:40). 

______________________________ 

These photographs offer a glimpse of our trip to Fatima in August when some seminarians and brothers joined the 
Society’s worldwide pilgrimage in honor of the Immaculate Heart.  The seminarians also were pleased to have, for 
the first time in most cases, a glimpse of many shrines and other places associated with Catholic history.  We 
certainly prayed for our many friends and benefactors during the journey.  We 
hope that we will welcome some of you on 14 December for the ordination to 
the deaconate.  You might consider making this journey to the seminary in a 
spirit of pilgrimage for vocations.  We also remind you of the vocation-crusade 
forms which are meant to be returned to the seminary by 8 December.  
 
May God bless you! 

A sign in Fatima shows the way to 
the various places of pilgrimage. 

The seminary pilgrims, together with Fr Danel from the United States (who graciously 
served as Spanish interpreter), pose beneath the Alcazar at Segovia, where Queen Isa-
bella of Spain lived for part of her life and from which she came forth to be crowned.     

Events at Holy Cross:   
Ordination to the diaconate, 14 December. 
Men’s Retreat 1 to 6 January 2018 
Ladies Retreat 22 to 27 January, 2018 
 

retreats@holycrossseminary.com 

mailto:retreats@holycrossseminary.com


 
 
 
 
 

Welcome, Fr MacPherson. 
 
Holy Cross Seminary welcomes Fr Robert 
MacPherson who joins the professorial staff from 
St Anthony’s priory in Wanganui, New Zealand.  
Father’s previous postings include St Thomas 
Aquinas Seminary and Saint Mary’s College in the 
United States as well as assignments in England 
and the Philippines.  Fr MacPherson will teach 
philosophy, Latin, and Church History.  In 
Goulburn, he joins Br Joseph Xavier in 
representing the nation of Canada.  Father’s 
considerable ice hockey skills are likely to remain 
underutilized in his new position despite 
Goulburn’s sometimes uncomfortable winters.  
But his other qualities are often much appreciated. 

Ordinations on the Feast of the Assumption 
 

On 15 August, His Lordship Bishop Tissier de Mallerais paid a very brief visit to the seminary (less than 24 hours!), 
but he bestowed many graces in that short span of time by ordaining one subdeacon, making one seminarian both 
exorcist and acolyte, giving the orders of porter and lector to three seminarians, and conferring the clerical tonsure 
upon three other seminarians.  Thank you for the prayers and sacrifices which have made these vocations possible.   


