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Dear Friends and Benefactors,                30 August 2018 
 
An author once wrote: “I am certain that many men never give the whole of themselves … They live on the surface, and yet, so rich is 
the soil of humanity that even this thin outer layer is able to yield a kind of meager harvest which gives the illusion of real living.” 
 
As you can see in these pictures, we had 
the happiness to see the ordination of a 
new subdeacon earlier this month.  In 
taking this step, the seminarian made an 
irrevocable commitment to the Church and 
to the merciful work of leading souls 
toward their true home.  As a sign of this 
commitment, he made a solemn vow 
which excludes the possibility of his 
marrying and raising a Catholic family, 
which is a holy but less sacred function, 
within the Mystical Body.  In return for 
this gift of himself, the Spouse of Christ, 
the Church, bestowed upon him the power 
to pray in her name.  When he prays his 
breviary each day, which is a work of 
mercy towards the whole world, he no 
longer prays as an individual, not even as 
an individual baptized Christian, as glorious 
as this title is.  He prays as an official mediator 
between God and man, as someone who 
may a demand, by right and whenever he 
wishes, an audience with the most High. 

On a windy feast of the Assumption, His Lordship Bishop Alfonso de Galarreta  
ordained one subdeacon, two exorcist/acolytes, and three porter/lectors. 



 
This is just one example of what becomes possible when a person “gives the whole of himself.”  This month of August with 
its two great Marian feast reminds us of another example: “Be it done unto me according to thy word.”  By these words, a 
young woman once gave herself entirely to the plan of God, and neither the world nor eternity would ever be the same.   
 
It is very true that the “soil” of our human nature is rich with power and possibility: intellect, free will, memory, 
imagination, emotion, creativity, compassion, ambition.  Sensations can become so intense that any person might easily 
think himself to be immersed in a world of towering truths and heroic strivings and profound relationships, intoxicated 
with the attention of others and the prospect of advancement and the diversity of experience – when all the while he 
has not taken even the first step, neither toward greatness, nor toward love. 
 
How then can we tell the difference between, on the one hand, truly living life to its fullest and, on the other hand, the 
mere “illusion of real living”?  The answer would seem to be that truly great people do not live for themselves.  They 
grow in proportion to the scale of that important goal or noble cause to which they have committed themselves.  The 
nature of the concrete tasks to which this commitment will bind them will vary widely and will call into play now one 
aspect of their potential, now another.  Such people do not suppress the powers and possibilities of their nature, but 
rather they master them in order to marshal them.  They see their nature as too noble a thing to be divided among petty 
pursuits which aim at nothing greater than a few moments of enjoyment or distraction.  Greatness begins when a 
person awakens to the possibility of giving himself or herself to something which is greater than self.  On the other 
hand, a person who lives for himself can hope for very little out of life – no more than certain periods of enjoyment 
punctuated with moments of excitement within a very fragile frame of passing popularity.   
 
That which we are in the eyes of God, that we truly are.  The opinion of others can never be more than a rough 
approximation, sometimes wildly inaccurate.  And whatever we might be at this moment in the sight of God, let us be 
confident that He wants us to be great.  And let us not be intimidated by life, for the world is the exclusive property of 
the Master Whom we serve.  If we have the courage to take our place in it – and our place is not at the center – then 
God Himself will look after our growth to greatness. 
 
I would like to thank those who responded so generously to my appeal in the last issue for donations to our Building 
Fund.  In order that we might make those funds go as far as possible, I give a gentle reminder, to those who are able, 
to consider volunteering some of their time and skills to the Seminary.  The response to that appeal in the previous 
issue was a bit disappointing. 
 
Please remember all of us in your prayers as we pray daily for you, and I hope to welcome many of you for the 
ordinations in December. 
 
In the Immaculate Heart of Mary,  

 
 
 

Dates to take note of:   

Ordinations Ceremony 13 December 
Men’s Retreat    31 December to 5 January 
Ladies’ Retreat  14 to 19 January 
 



 
 
Fr Daniel Themann 
Rector, Holy Cross Seminary 
 

Ordination to the Subdeaconate 
 

Rev Mr Martin Anozie, who was ordained a subdeacon 

on 15 August, is the first Nigerian in the SSPX to be 

ordained to major orders. God willing, he will be 

ordained a deacon on Thursday, 13 December by Bishop 

Bernard Fellay.  Also, God willing, this ceremony will see 

the ordination of Rev Mr John Mwangi of Kenya to the 

priesthood. The faithful are warmly welcomed to be 

present on this joyful occasion, in a few months’ time. 



 
Ordination to  

the Minor Orders 
 

Bishop de Galarreta ordained two 

Filipinos to the orders of exorcist and 

acolyte, as well as one Australian, one 

New Zealander, and one Korean to 

the orders of porter and lector. 


