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Dear Friends and Benefactors,                       17 October 2018 
 
On 28 September, an event took place at Holy Cross Seminary which has not occurred for several years.  Three men 
received the religious habit (the cassock and the sash without free ends hanging down) and became novices of the 

Brothers of the Society of St Pius X.  During the ceremony, they also 
received their new names in religion from among the three possibilities 
which they themselves had suggested to the Superior General.  From now 
on, these three men (one Nigerian, one Australian, and one Indian) will be 
known as Br Kizito, Br Dismas Mary, and Br Daniel Giuseppe, respectively. 

Fr Paul Robinson, novicemaster, blesses 
the cassocks of the new novices (above).  
After the ceremony, the novices enjoy the 

warm Australian sunshine for the first time 
dressed all in black (right). 



Holy Cross is more than a seminary; it is also a brothers’ novitiate.  The Society of St Pius X includes more than just 
priests.  Within its immediate religious family (no disrespect obviously intended toward the many congregations within 
its extended religious family) are also the brothers of the Society and the oblate sisters of the Society.  At this time, any 
Australian woman who might wish to join the oblate sisters must travel away from her homeland for her period of 
formation – either to the novitiate house in Switzerland (about 30 minutes’ drive from Ecône) or to the newly-
established novitiate house near Davao City, in the Philippines.  Australian men are more fortunate.  Within their own 
country, they have the possibility to explore vocations either as Society priests or as Society brothers. 

Archbishop Lefebvre described the vocation of the brothers in these words: “The specific aim of the brothers in the Society is 
to assist the priests in all their duties, not by wishing to take their place in the priestly functions, but by facilitating their apostolic task in 
many ways.  This can be done by relieving them of material jobs, such as: accounting work, practical works in the rectory or seminary like 
gardening, cooking, building maintenance, library work, office work, etc.  Or it can be through a more direct participation in the apostolate, 
such as: responsibility for the sacristy, schola director, catechism teacher, organist, or teaching in a primary school.  In the missions, this could 
also involve the construction of buildings or teaching in a trade school.” 

In some countries like France, Germany, and the Philippines, vocations to the brotherhood are quite common.  In 
other countries like the United States, they are just beginning to become common.  While in others, the Society 

Visit of Fr James Peek 
 
Holy Cross was honoured by the presence of former Rector, Fr James Peek, at the beginning of September. Father 
shared his wisdom during spiritual conferences and kindly agreed to celebrate the Solemn Mass on the feast of St Pius X. 



 

Brothers’ Renewal of Vows 
 
On the feast of St Michael, two brothers of the 
Society, Br Francis, an Indian, and Br Joseph 
Xavier, a Canadian, renewed their vows of 
poverty, chastity and obedience. Br Francis 
began his postulancy at Holy Cross in 2008, 
taking the habit in September of that year. After 
making his first profession in 2009 and then 
spending another year at Holy Cross, he was 
stationed first in India and then in Sri Lanka 
where he is still assigned.  He returned to Holy 
Cross for a month’s visit at the end of August, in 
order to prepare for his perpetual profession, 
which he made on 29 September.  Br Joseph 
Xavier, after making his first profession in the 
United States, received his first assignment, Holy 
Cross Seminary, in 2016. He renewed his vows 
this year for a three year term.  Please pray for 
these two brothers who do so much good work! 

Br Joseph Xavier (left) and Br Francis (right), along with the rest 
of the professed brothers, assembled on the steps of the Seminary, 

after the Mass.  



brothers are not well known, and unfortunately, this opportunity to work directly for the Church and for souls is left 
unexplored by men who might be very well suited for it.  Such men may not feel called to the priesthood.  Often they 
do not relish the idea of seven years of priestly studies.  But, nevertheless, they would like to employ their talents and 
energies directly in building up the work of Catholic tradition rather than devoting themselves to a secular employer. 

The brothers’ formation lasts for three years.  During this time, the future brothers take classes alongside seminarians 
but also receive training in areas which will make them valuable assets where ever they might be sent (for example, 
training in sacristy-related work).  Finally, although it is recommended that the future brother have some training in a 
profession before he enters the novitiate, the future brothers also pursue professional training during their last year of 
formation.  Let us hope that this issue of the Sentinel will encourage more men to consider whether or not God might 
be calling them to live closer to Him while also working for the good of souls.   

Please take note of the important upcoming dates, and consider making the ordinations ceremony a “stopover” event 
within the framework of your holiday plans!  And may God bless you all for your generous support of the Seminary. 

In Christ our King,  
 
 
 

Fr Daniel Themann 
 
 

Dates to take note of:   

Ordinations Ceremony 13 December 
Men’s Retreat    31 December to 5 January 
Ladies’ Retreat  14 to 19 January 
 

retreats@holycrossseminary.com 

With the rector driving and the vice-rector navigating, some of the seminarians tour the countryside on a recent 
excursion.  If donations increase, they hope to acquire a newer vehicle for use on these occasions! 


