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Dear Friends and Benefactors,
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29 January 2019

This issue of the Sentinel comes to you a bit late because both its author and its “photography and layout editor” were
immersed in the busy work of the January retreats. We offer our apologies for making you wait so long to enjoy the
photographs of the magnificent ordinations ceremony of last December. The Seminary was pleased to welcome so
many visitors and friends from across Australia and New Zealand. This large gathering of faithful and this show of
support was most edifying and encouraging especially for the priests from overseas who were visiting Holy Cross for
the first time. Thank you for helping us to welcome them in such a fitting manner.
The four weeks of the “retreat season” cannot help but bring to mind the struggles which we all face day-by-day to live
faithfully, in union with Christ, our unique personal vocations. So many retreatants pass through the doors of the
Seminary – laymen, priests, laywomen, religious sisters – seeking the light and the grace which they need to fulfill their
unique personal mission. A few days later, they pass back through those doors to return to their place, their unique place
in God’s benevolent order of things. With the light of their retreat to see by, it is easier to perceive that life in this

world has Jesus Christ as its author. Our Lord, both Creator and Redeemer, entrusts to each soul whom He chooses to
be in this world, a little portion of His own fullness—a little aspect of His holiness and a little portion of His mission as
Savior. That is the true “inheritance” which the first-born Son has won for His “many brethren” (Romans 8:29).
What different features and shades of colour our lives take on when seen the way that God sees them: human history as
the story of the Savior’s attempts to pour forth His fullness upon the world; personal history as the story of the Savior’s
absolutely individualized love coming to bear on an absolutely unique soul. Our Lord wants us to be more than we are
because He wants us to be who we are meant to be. The modern world pretends to defend the identity of each individual
against the tyranny of external forces of every kind. In reality, the world has not the first clue as to the source, reason,
or climax of personal identity. So confused on this point have people become today that “identity” has come to mean
exactly the opposite of what it truly means! Whereas “identity” implies uniqueness, permanence, a sacred solidity in
being what one truly is, now people are encouraged to “identify” with something distinct from and utterly unlike their
real selves. Identity then becomes something as debased and unstable as emotion, whim, or prejudice.
As Creator and author of the natural order, Our Lord gives to each person a unique combination of qualities and
circumstances, both strengths and weakness, both plenitudes and poverties. With our strengths and plenitudes, we are
meant to come to the assistance and support of our brethren, while they, in turn, do the same in supplying for our

Priests’ Retreat
During the week of 7-12 January,
Holy Cross rector Rev. Fr Themann
preached the annual priests’ retreat
for the District of Australia/New
Zealand, at the seminary.
The retreat was attended by 18
priests and was blessed with a week
of refreshingly cool temperatures, in
the midst of the summer.
Unfortunately, the sun came out in
full force behind the photographer
precisely at the moment when the
priests were posing for their group
photo. Full of generosity after five
days of meditation, the priests face
the camera and squint heroically!

Solemn Moments during the Ordinations

(Clockwise from top left) The bishop admonishes the deacon-to-be about his responsibilities; the ordination of Rev. Mr Anozie to the
diaconate; the bishop imposes hands on Fr Mwangi, the matter of the sacrament; His Lordship pronounces the form
of ordination over Fr Mwangi; The faithful are attentive at an important moment of the ceremony.

weaknesses and poverties. In this way, uniqueness serves as the necessary basis for harmony and cooperation. As our
Savior and author of the supernatural order, Our Lord does the same. He gives to each soul a particular share in His
holiness and the ability to develop and expand that grace into a greater, but still unique, share in Who He is. That
development and expansion will occur through living by virtue, which is a fidelity to both the ideals and the inspirations
of Christ. This life of virtue and fidelity will not only conform the individual to his or her unique destiny in Christ but
will also assist the souls associated with them to reach their own destinies as well. Fulfillment of our true, divinelydesigned potential can only be achieved from our own place in God’s order, and it contributes to the good of all.
As we thank God for His generosity in sending us a new priest, let us resolve to push forward with generosity and a
renewed sense of purpose—for the purpose is certainly there, whether we sense it on a given day or not. Let us
overcome our fear of sacrifice for that is an integral part of all our great, definitive adventures. It is by sacrifice that we
grow to our full stature and contribute our own momentum to the strong current of God’s benevolence.
With our gratitude and prayers in the New Year,

