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Farewell to Fr Christoph Pfluger 
 
 
Holy Cross Seminary bids a fond farewell to Fr Christoph Pfluger, 
who leaves the Seminary after twelve years of faithful service. Fr 
Pfluger first arrived in Australia while still a deacon in December 
of 2005. His role was to assist with the minor seminary in 
preparation for his ordination in July of 2006. Those six months 
were to be the beginning of years of fruitful labour on behalf of 
the formation of young men that Fr Pfluger would accomplish 
here in Australia, who proved himself to be a man of many 
capabilities.  
Some of the many roles that Fr Pfluger filled included being 
professor of philosophy and Latin, spiritual director to many 
minor and major seminaries, priest in charge of the Albury mission 
chapel, director of the schola and superintendent of the Seminary’s 
farm and livestock. Father will be sorely missed, not only by the 
members of the Holy Cross community, but also by many SSPX faithful throughout Australia who have been the 
beneficiaries of his priestly ministrations. We all wish him many blessings in his new assignment in Winnipeg, Canada. 

Fr  Pfluger with the Seminary community, on an outing to 
Mt Tennant, near Canberra, in June 2017 

Rev Mr Pfluger in March 2006, a few months after 
arriving at Holy Cross Seminary 
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Dear Friends and Benefactors,            12 August 2017 
 
During this month of August, we celebrate the feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  This year’s feast is especially 
significant in the context of the 100th anniversary of Our Lady's apparitions at Fatima where she revealed herself under 
this beautiful title. 

The Seminary Community, June, 2017 



It has been well-said that Catholics first discovered the heart of Mary when she stood at the foot of the Cross – and 
allowed that heart to be broken, or mystically pierced, for our Redemption.  Meditating upon the gospels, Catholics 
recalled that Simeon's prophecy had foretold this great moment of Our Lady's compassion precisely in terms of her 
suffering heart.  St. Luke also speaks of Our Lady's heart with reference to her loving contemplation of the mysteries 
of Redemption “pondering them in her heart”.   
 
Catholics gradually developed a devotion to the Heart of Mary.  St. John Eudes (d. 1681) propagated this devotion in a 
number of French dioceses.  In 1855, the Congregation of Rites approved the Office and Mass of the Most Pure Heart 
of Mary.  In 1944, Pius XII established the feast of the Immaculate Heart that we currently know and extended it to 
the entire Church.  The devotion to the Immaculate Heart is similar (or analogous to) the devotion to Sacred Heart 
inasmuch as it is directed to Mary's physical heart as a symbol of her supernatural love.  But, unlike with the Sacred 
Heart, here the emphasis is not firstly upon Our Lady's exceeding love for men which is outraged by sin but rather on 
her love toward God.  Her heart is held up as a model for us in this love for God and for Our Lord.  This love of 
Mary's heart has three aspects: 1) a virginal love of God, 2) a maternal love for Jesus Christ, her Son, and 3) a maternal 
love for souls – her Son's Mystical Body.  Let us try to appreciate how these three loves are related. 
 
It was Our Lady's virginal love, and its intensity, which caused her, in a certain way, to merit to become the Mother of 
God.  Some explanation is required on this point.  Scripture and Tradition teach that Our Lady had made a vow of 
virginity prior to the Annunciation.  Her words to the Angel Gabriel, 'How shall this be done?  I know not man,' (Luke 1:34) 
have always been understood in this sense – indeed, it is difficult how they could be coherently understood in any 
other sense.  As far as is known, this was the first time that a woman professing the true religion had made a vow of 
virginity.  Mary wanted to dedicate herself so completely to God that she was willing to sacrifice the one great dream 
of every Jewish woman, that is, to be the mother of the Messiah.  While making certain distinctions, St. Thomas 
teaches (III, Q2, a11) that, in a certain sense, in can be said that Our Lady's great love for God merited for her the 
privilege of being chosen as the mother of the only-begotten Son of the eternal Father.  Therefore, in God's wisdom, 
Mary's virginal love and her great sacrifice actually won for her the privilege she had been willing to forego. 
 
Having brought forth her divine Son, her love for God took on a new aspect, the aspect of maternal love.  As a true 
mother, she loved Our Lord with a natural love, certainly.  But grace building on nature, this love was supernaturalised 
into a charity which would be unique to her.  And this maternal charity made her capable of offering her Immaculate 
Heart for the work of co-redemption.  It was her maternal heart which she offered in sacrifice on Calvary.   
 
Our Lady consented to give up her maternal rights over her Son.  She consented to will His death for the salvation of 
mankind.  Because of her love for Jesus, she would have more willingly immolated herself, but instead she consent to 
offer to God that which she loved most – even more than herself.  Charity is what made this offering pleasing to God, 
and it was the charity of a mother.   
 
This offering made in union with the Sacred Heart was the price of our redemption, and from the pierced Heart of her 
Son flowed the blood and water which signify the sacraments of the Church.  It is from the treasury of merit won by 
Our Lord and Our Lady on Calvary that the grace of our divine adoption passes into our souls through the sacraments.  

From the flesh and blood of Mary's Son – which was truly her own flesh and blood – came the Mystical Body.  By 
laboring to bring forth the Mystical Body, Our Lady became Our Mother.  Now, her Immaculate Heart intercedes 
for us each day to bring us one step closer to that unique image of her Son which we were created to be.  Let us not 
disappoint her maternal hopes for us by having any other goal than this as the ambition of our lives. 
 
Please note the dates for the summer retreats and also the date for the December ordination ceremony – another 
occasion of grace which we hope many of you will attend.  This year, Our Lord will give us one new deacon, but no 
priests unfortunately.  Let us ask from Mary the grace of vocations to her Son's priesthood, but let us also continue 
to pray and support the young men who have bravely stepped forward to volunteer in their Lord's service.  We 
thank you for all of your generosity in this regard, and we hope to see you in December. 
 
With our prayers in the Immaculate Heart, 

 
 
 

Fr Daniel Themann 

Holy Cross has a New Website 
 
Shortly after Easter, Holy Cross Seminary 
launched a new website that brings the 
Seminary’s site up to date with many 
other sites of the Society throughout the 
world. Each of the new sites employs a 
universal template that provides them a 
distinctive look that immediately connects 
the site with the Society. The sites have 
the added advantage of providing the 
message of Tradition a fresh and user-
friendly interface. 
The updated Holy Cross site, which is still 
accessed at holycrossseminary.com, 
contains heaps of new content, including 
an aerial video of the Seminary campus, 
weekly bulletins with the Seminary Mass 
schedule, a calendar of important events, 
and informative pages on life at the 
Seminary, the nature of the priestly 
vocation, and the Holy Cross community. 

Events at Holy Cross:   
Ordination to the diaconate, 14 December. 
Men’s Retreat 1 to 6 January 2018 
Ladies Retreat 22 to 27 January, 2018 
 

retreats@holycrossseminary.com 


